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It’s been a busy four months and I congratulate all 
Federation members who had success over this period 
and in particular members who have an interest in 
Danzdanzdance, Gorbachev and Melody Belle.

Since the January Bulletin we still await some direction from 
the Minister of Racing and in particular the Ministerial Advisory 
Committee (MAC) who were appointed with setting a sense of 
direction for the intended racing reforms, with particular focus on 
prioritising those recommendations that have been identified as the 
main drivers required for successful reform. MAC were to provide an 
interim report by the 28 February to the Minister and at the time of 
writing this message nothing has been announced. Interestingly the 
Minister advised MAC that engagement will be a critical part of their 
work and they would be expected to engage with the racing industry 
and sector lead groups! All I can say is WOW! WHERE ARE YOU?

The last Bulletin asked the question – OWNERS: Do we have a say? 
In response to this article I have received 53 email and 13 calls in 
regards concerns; yes, concerns only as I did not receive any good 
comments. The majority of replies related to owners – trainers, 
syndication and racing manager disputes. Though most were 
manageable, the biggest concern was when owners sought advice 
from either NZTR or the Racing Integrity Unit they were fobbed 
off and advised to take independent or legal advice. The issue here 
is that the pathway for dispute resolution is somewhat a blind 
one that I will personally discuss with both parties in the coming 
months and also with the Ministerial Advisory Committee when the 
Federation is engaged!

The NZTR Venue Plan for Consultation and subsequent meetings 
have been the topic of conversation since its release on 29 January. 
The Owners Federation stance on this plan is that though we accept 
some change is necessary for the betterment of the industry as 
a whole, this matter is best settled between NZTR and Clubs. I 
encourage NZTR to be methodical and cautious in its approach 
to ensure that the right decision and outcomes are achieved, in 
conjunction with the venues and community at large. Owners want 
good facilities, lounges and entitlements on course when their 
thoroughbred is racing. We owners invest hugely and take all the 
risk! 

I must point out that the consultation document and meeting I 
attended lacked justification and financial analysis for anyone 
to make an informed decision. Further, what is NZTR criteria and 
standards for a racing venue? It’s not just bricks and mortar! NZTR 
needs to consider what financial and social benefit the venue 
and community receives as a whole when conducting one or two 
meetings a year. Not all venues are the same, but some do achieve 
more than others. I could go on, but this plan is for the Clubs and 
NZTR to debate and agree upon.

On a more positive note the Owners Federation intends to look 
at its purpose and direction over the coming months and also 
is looking to revamp our website which will enable us to have 
an effective information sharing and a platform that is modern, 
attractive, user-friendly and easy to manage from our end. 

Like others your Federation needs to keep up with the digital age we 
now live in and we will not make the same mistakes as the TAB!

Part of my role is getting out there and making myself known 
around the traps; so, don’t be afraid to say hello.

Best Regards,  
Bernard Hickey    

PRESIDENT/MEMBERS 
COUNCILLOR’S MESSAGE  

OUR GOAL
To improve the economics, integrity and pleasure of the sport of thoroughbred racing on behalf of all owners.

Kia ora.  
One month ago NZRB’s new betting platform was launched, 
giving TAB customers a new website, mobile app and a range of 
new services and options that will help transform the customer 
experience and ultimately, the racing industry in New Zealand.

The fixed odds betting platform has been a significant advance for the 
industry. In the end, the implementation from the business case to 
launch took about 18 months and the total cost was $40.8m, made up of 
resources (mix of contractor and staff costs charged to the programme), 
infrastructure and technology costs and change and marketing costs. This 
is marginally more than the $38 million the NZRB Board initially approved 
in May 2017. 

This is the biggest technology implementation in the history of the TAB. 
There is no doubt it is a major investment but it is one that was very 
carefully considered and closely managed throughout. Now that it is up 
and running, we remain confident it will give our customers what they 
expect and deliver the industry in the region of $17m – $19m in additional 
profit from next year.

LAUNCH ISSUES The launch of the new site and app wasn’t without 
it’s challenges and I know some of our customers struggled with the new 
layout or experienced issues that were frustrating. Our customer contact 
centre were flat-tack with calls in the first couple of days and it did take 
time to work through the issues. We are sorry for the inconvenience the 
change initially created. 

I am pleased to say that in the past four weeks we’ve made enormous 
progress and we continue to listen to our customers and prioritise 
changes that meet their needs. For example; the display of scratchings, 
provisional results, improving the presentation of Pick 6 and the driver/
jockey challenge and issues some customers had with being locked out of 
their account or issues with their credit card have been resolved. 

There are some other issues we are working on, such as developing 
a permanent solution to present FOB option numbers linked to Tote 
meetings and race numbers. Fortunately, the new platform does enable 
us to make changes and respond to customers’ needs with greater 
flexibility than ever before. The team will continue to work on these and 
other issues raised by our customers as we work to continually improve 
the customer experience. 

I’ve had a lot of positive comments about the site, the app and new 
functionality. For example, we’ve seen 53,000 bets cashed out totalling 
$2.8m in early dividends to over 10,000 customers. I am confident the 
feedback will be increasingly positive as we iron out the issues, people get 
more familiar with it and we introduce more services.

DELIVERING FOR THE INDUSTRY The new platform is more 
significant than simply an app or website upgrade, it is fundamental 
change in how the TAB operates and it’s going to take some time for some 
customers to adjust. But once they do, we know they’ll find the new offer 
a major improvement on what we previously had. 

So far we are seeing a lot of positive outcomes with high value bets 
significantly up, huge growth in sporting events and a resulting increase in 
turnover from sport.

We have however seen the turnover from racing being less than we 
forecast for the month and there were less active customers in January 
than we had hoped for. Our team are actively working on how we can 
engage these customers and get them actively betting, while also 
encouraging new customers to bet. 

IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS Over the past month we’ve received 
many emails from across the industry, either highlighting issues, 
presenting ideas for improvement or simply welcoming the new site. I 
appreciate getting these and encourage you to get in touch with me at  
john.allen@nzrb.co.nz. I will continue to keep you updated as we add 
new functionality or makes changes to the site. 

Ngā mihi, John.    

A MESSAGE FROM JOHN ALLEN

mailto:john.allen@nzrb.co.nz


EDITORIAL
Neil Miller 

At last the rain came but not before the Derby was 
run. It’s been amusing hearing the hard luck stories 
from punter friends who are mystified why they 
didn’t get a piece of the $105 dividend. Sally Blyth 
was just one who had good reason to continue to back the horse. 

I think the Derby and particularly the Oaks are a “lottery” as punters have little idea 
of which young horses can run 2400m. I believe there needs to be a 2200m lead up 
race, that would provide us with form to show whether a 3yo was fit to run the extra 
200m, not 400m as at present! 

We have in this issue feature stories of an unfashionable but not ill bred Cup winner 
and another character one that was a modest bread and butter horse. Both are well 
loved by their many owners.

New Zealand Bloodstock do a wrap up of the Karaka Yearling Sale and it’s interesting 
to think about where the smart money, or cynics might say, may take you. As the old 
saying goes, “You pays your money and takes your chances” I reckon.

Bloodstock Auctions have advised us they are exiting New Zealand and we wish them 
well as they consolidate in Australia. Of course, we have Gavelhouse to service the 
online market here and we look forward to hearing more from this NZ Bloodstock 
subsidiary.

You will recall that I wrote about Racing in New Caledonia in the September 2018 
issue. We made friends with the administrators at le Hippodrome in Noumea, they 
were very hospitable. An idea gelled that we should share this experience with other 
NZ racing fans. It was discussed at the Auckland Owners Committee and there was 
enthusiasm. We have in house, the Knowledge, the Details person, and a Tour Leader. 
That is three people.

We met with Sally Pepermans of New Caledonia Tourism and she has steered us to 
contacts and supported this Bulletin with an advert.

And now we have built the best value 4 day tour to this warm friendly place for Racing 
– Sun – Sea – Great food and FUN. Look at our notice in the back and you may wonder 
how we achieved that!

Best of all you won’t have to rob a bank to afford the tour (see cartoon below).

Contact me – neilandjeanette@yahoo.com     

Gorbachev Wins 2019 Wellington Cup (see page 10) 
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Update on  
GST refunds  
to non-GST 
registered 
customers:

The first test case for GST refunds to 
non-GST registered customers has been 
approved by the Inland Revenue. This 
test case was based on the racing activity 
conducted through the Canterbury Jockey 
Club between 1 June 2013 and 31 October 
2018.

The total GST refund during this period for racing 
at CJC was $286,158.65. These refunds span 
across 3306 individual owners or 1287 ownership 
accounts. The lowest refund is $0.25cents with 
the largest being $7,127.00.

NZTR will contact those owners not registered 
for GST who will receive a refund. While 
refunds will be made to the racing manager of 
the ownership, all owners will be contacted in 
writing. 

Inland Revenue will be contacting the remaining 
63 clubs directly regarding the GST reassessment 
details. NZTR will pay owners on behalf of clubs 
as per our standard practice.

It would be appreciated if you could encourage 
owners to update their contact details with 
NZTR to ensure they get the appropriate 
communication regarding refunds. They can 
email their email and/or mailing address to 
trosa@nztr.co.nz

Racing managers will also need to ensure their 
bank details are up to date and any changes must 
be made in writing with a copy of the account 
number certified by the bank. A bank deposit slip 
is appropriate.

Only those non-GST registered owners who 
paid GST to registered jockeys, trainers and in 
some cases apprentice jockey employers will be 
receiving a refund.

In agreement with the Inland Revenue no GST 
corrections will be made retrospectively without  
the review and agreement of the Inland Revenue.   

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Unwelcome Early Nomination Fees

In reply to Maxwell Smart’s letter in the previous 
Bulletin – I agree with the reasoning.

We too have paid up-front nominations over the 
years for much-lesser races than the big cups, for 
no advantageous reason at all. One just has to 
accept these conditions if you want to enter.

Not sure if anyone ever questioned it, and I still 
don’t know the purpose. (Apart from the obvious).

I wonder why trainers haven’t been out-spoken on 
this beat-up on their owner clients. 

Jenny Cowan      

TO EACH TOTALISATOR CLUB  
& SECTOR ORGANISATION

ARE
YOU

THERE

mailto:trosa@nztr.co.nz
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Regional Roundup

AUCKLAND & NORTHLAND  
Mike Gething and Sally Blyth

The Auckland Cup Carnival at Ellerslie 
has been and gone for another year. 
Vodafone NZ Derby Day was held under 
brilliant blue skies, with the marquees, 
grass areas and stands thronging. Black 
and white fashions were visible as far as 
the eye could see and the ARC could not 
have ordered better weather or track 
conditions. Crown Prosecutor certainly 
took punters by surprise, his dividend 
and the somewhat stunned silence 
revealing they had left him alone. 
Despite that, it was a convincing and 
impressive win – and, having backed him 
at his previous start (an average run at 
Te Rapa), I should have stuck, not least 
because a young friend had just started 
a job as a junior crown prosecutor. 
Sometimes backing on names is not a 
bad thing!

As evening arrived, patrons jived and bopped 
to Jordan Luck and his band in the Cuvee 
Lounge; uplifting stuff and a wonderful way 
to end a great day’s racing. Alas, some had a 
few too many and a couple of young women 
were carried out in a comatose state. At one 
point, I had to jump quickly out of the way to 
avoid being run over by an inebriated wayward 
male who was running amok trying to flee 
from security guards, much like an unruly 
horse escaping from the Clerk of the Course. 
He thought it was hilarious, but such tiresome 
mischievous behaviour isn’t terribly funny, and 
being reined in, whether horse or human, is 
just a matter of time.

It was back to Ellerslie on 9th March for the 
Barfoot & Thompson Auckland Cup Day. 
Alas, sunshine was exchanged for heavy rain, 
with the track turning quickly from a Dead5 

to a Heavy10. There were a number of late 
scratchings and the puzzle became harder 
for all concerned – but spirits on course were 
not dampened and I met a number of excited 
owners who were full of anticipation.

Yourdeel won the Sistema Stakes stylishly, 
and Melody Belle took out the Bonecrusher 
NZ Stakes in a hard-fought dual with 
Danzdanzdance. Both winning horses were 
masterfully ridden by Opie Bosson, these two 
victories making Opie the jockey with the most 
Group 1 wins under his belt (63), overtaking 
Lance O’Sullivan’s record. After fighting weight 
issues and becoming a new dad, he seems to 
have come back with more determination than 
ever to be first past the post; a trait which all 
owners look for in their jockey of choice. 

The weather had cleared by the time the 
Auckland Cup was run, but the track was still 
heavy. Favouritism bounced between Glory 
Days and Charles Road and when the race got 
under way Sam Collett bided her time on Glory 
Days at the back of the field while Dee and 
Gee ran along strongly out in front. The going 
proved a bit too much for Charles Road but 
Glory Days loved it and swooped past the field 
for a dominant win – giving Sam Collett her 
first Group 1 success. For trainer Bill Thurlow 
and the owners, this was indeed a glorious day.

It so happened that I’d met Glory Days’ owners 
– Brent & Sue McAree and Grant & Patricia 
Thurlow – at Ellerslie on 16th February when 
the horse won the Coca-Cola Avondale Cup. 
They were understandably jubilant that day, 
having made the trek north from Waverley. 
They proudly showed off the Cup in the 
Takanini Room Member’s Lounge and, when 
chatting with them, I gave them details about 
the Owners’ Federation and encouraged them 
to join. I also took a photo of them (below left) 
in front of the Auckland Cup Winners Board, 
holding the Avondale Cup. Little were we to 
know, at that point in time, that in the not-too-
distant future Glory Days would earn herself 
the right to have her name on that very board. 
I’m guessing they and trainer Bill had some 
quiet confidence though!

As it turned out, Glory Days beat the same two 
horses on both occasions, with Five to Midnight 
and Blue Breeze taking second and third spots 
between them in both races. Dee and Gee, 
brought north from Timaru, had a tough run in 
the Avondale Cup, finishing down track, but she 
stuck on gamely in the Auckland Cup for a truly 
creditable fourth. Her owners/trainers (also 
members) Terrill Charles and Peter Corbett 
would have been pretty happy with that effort.

The Auckland Cup win was Glory Days’ tenth 
and brings her stake earnings to just over 
$500k. Congratulations to Brent, Sue, Grant and 
Patricia – we hope you’ll join our organisation.

Meanwhile, I encourage members to consider 
joining us on the trip to New Caledonia later 
in the year… I’ll be leading the tour and look 
forward to enjoying sun, sea and racing tales 
with you!

Sally Blyth.     

Derby Day at Ellerslie was a most 
exciting experience. How I managed to 
miss out on the $105 of offer for Crown 
Prosecutor I shall never understand! It 
was a great spectacle so much enjoyed 
by all. Congratulations to those involved 
not just the winners but all the owners, 
trainers, stable staff, racecourse staff, 
journalists and of course George for 
making it so memorable.

The Committee of Auckland Racehorse Owners 
deserve more than the mention they get at our 
AGM so I would like to thank them all – Sally, 
Neil, Frances, Michael, Peter, Pat and especially 
Raewyn, our secretary, who not only manages 
and records everything but also organises 
our meeting venue, courtesy of EMA, and 
does a wonderful job providing refreshments. 
Everyone turns up at meeting regularly to 
discuss the best way to present an owner’s 
point of view to the powers that be. My sincere 
thanks to all of you!

We wait, almost holding our breath, for the 
proposed changes to the racing industry. We 
as owners are well aware that many are just 
hanging on and that so many in our industry, as 
described so eloquently by the Dando’s in The 
Informant, will struggle to exist unless major 
change takes place.

To clarify our plans for 2019 we plan to ask 
you by survey what you want. This should be 
in your email within two weeks. Further down 
the track we still plan to have a social event in 
September in the Lady Fisher Room at Ellerslie. 
We are waiting for confirmation of the calendar 
before naming the date. As Sally will mention 
a visit to watch racing in New Caledonia is also 
in the offing.

Best wishes,  
Mike Gething.
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WAIKATO  
& BAY OF PLENTY 

Jenny Cowan

Greg McCarthy and his filly Aretha got 
a ‘headline achievement award’ with 
their win in the Matamata Breeders 
Stakes Group 2, at only her second 
race. Congrats to you Greg from the 
Waikato Owners’ Committee where 
you had such input years back.

Winston Peters opened our Annual Yearling 
Sales at Karaka. I just wished he had spoken 
“from the heart’ and not “from the script”. 
We had great TV coverage for watching the 
event, but buying a horse is a huge buzz! 
To try to recognize a potential star takes 
years of perhaps study, or just a natural in-
born skill, to focus on good confirmation, 
good breeding, and defects. But to me it’s 
a large percentage of luck that’s not often 
acknowledged. It is a totally unknown 
outcome, for a variety of reasons.

I noticed Phil Cataldo at the Cambridge 
trials on Feb 12th – still buying after 1284 
yearlings were on offer at Karaka. 

None would have found their way into 
Darren Weir’s stable. Imagine finding 
yourself in a stable of choice, but also in a 
stable of disgrace. And also having your long 
pre-planned raceday cancelled and ruined. 
Just unbelievably disappointing.

The Thoroughbred Racing Aust. programme 
with Greg Radley, showed complete surprise 
that Mark Du Plessis has a nickname of “Two 
Plus Three” that was bestowed on Mark 
when he first arrived in NZ at Cambridge, by 
track worker Jim Jeffries. 

David Greene from Te Rapa trained Dame 
Zorro to win on his home track on Feb 9th 
for the breeder, Bob Emery, Carl Fischer, 
Donna Herbert and others. 

Justamaiz also won this day for Greene 
Thoroughbreds (David’s parents) Jack & Sue 
Thorburn, Quentin Maisey and Larry Green 
– a partnership having great success up to 
the present.

Photo: www.raceimages.co.nz

Mark Forbes won for John Collinson from 
Auckland with Misha’s Star on 23 January at 
Avondale. John will be looking for more success 
in the future with 4 or 5 young ones in Mark’s 
stable. I was saddened to learn that Mark’s 
Grandfather, Gary Tims, had passed away the 
day before Spancihill raced at Pukekohe. The 
horse has family connections, Caroline and 
Gary, and Mark and Lorraine.

P.J.Hickman races the Lauren Brennan trained 
Sword in Stone and he ran a huge race for third 
in the Waikato Guineas, but even as the third 
favourite for the Derby just couldn’t quite make 
the start.

I thought Lauren could have been a contender 
in the Fashion in the Field that day. As I did with 
Sam Collett and Danielle Johnson at Ellerslie 
on Derby Day – they looked just gorgeous but 
were too quick for a photo!

Well performed Magnum will win more soon, 
he’s had 25 starts with very few times out of 
the money. He is raced by Sam Williams, Ben 
Falloon, Jason Fleming, Justin Knight, Johnnie 
Walker, Peter Taylor, and David and Michael 
Wallace and is out of one of the grand Sound 
Reason mares, Sound Lover. 

Stan Painton, owns Master Painton who ran 
an unlucky 4th in the last race on Derby Day 
at Ellerslie. Trainer Stephen Autridge stated 
interference was the reason, with the jockey 
getting 13 days penalty. Stan is a retired 

Whangaparoa businessman from the concrete 
world, and also has Lady Painton and 2 untried and 
2 young horses waiting in the wings, in the stable.

Cambridge Equine Hospital serves a large area 
with a number of clients, from their Racecourse 
Rd base. Two Vets, part of the practice for more 
than a decade, are Angela and Bill Hancock. On 
the advice of Lee Somervell, to get them into the 
racing world, they bought for $600 the broodmare 
Donna Majella, and subsequently have Civilised, 
her offspring by Civics. After 3 starts, he won at 
Rotorua and they accepted an offer of $250.000, 
and the horse was sent to Hong Kong to Tony 
Cruz. Apart from 4 trials, he did not race there and 
has now returned to his original owners Angela 
and Bill.

Still only 4 years old, and just at his 4th run on 
his return, he ran a great second at Ellerslie 2 
March that augers well for this much travelled and 
interesting horse. He is now trained here by Trevor 
da Cruz.

Congrats to the Taylor Family, Faith, Cherry and 
Brent for their great win with Special Light on 
Derby Day over 2100m. Beautiful breeding, by 
Redoubts Choice out of a Galileo mare. Now she 
has 3 wins, thus far from just 10 starts.

Welcome to Mrs Tui Colven from the Wakato 
Owners’ Assoc. Her late husband, Gordon, was 
a successful jockey, and now a grandson Lee 
Callaway is making his way in the South Island 
riding ranks.     

HAWKES BAY  Tony Lyndon

Richard and Liz Wood owner/breeders of the champion Jimmy Choux 
may have bred anotßher top liner in The Fugitive, who won his first start 
at Awapuni on 22nd December. He is by the Australian sire Wanted out of 
Diva von Tessa from the family of champion Black Caviar. 

Diva von Tessa has a filly foal by Not a Single Doubt and is back in foal to Your Song. 
Unfortunately, The Fugitive has gone shin sore and has been turned out for a spell. 

King Louis continued the good season being had by Richard and Liz Wood when 
winning the Group 3 Mongolian Trophy (1200m) at Ellerslie on January 26th. He has 
now won 2 races and $93,550 in stakes.

Real Beach raced by former Hastings trainer Kelly Burne and her son Vinny Meenehan 
along with Trevor Burbery, Paul Toothill and Wellingtonians Pat and Mike Baker won 
her 3rd race from15 starts in a Rating 72 at Awapuni on January 12th.

Hugo the Boss won his 6th race when winning the $30,000 Rating 82 sprint at 
Trentham on January 26th He is raced by the Best Dressed Syndicate.

Cutadeel won his 4th race and 3rd in a row by winning the $25,000 Rating 72 at 
Pukekohe. He surged into equal favouritism for the Derby but raced poorly in the 
Avondale Guineas.         

The Boss showing off  
at Wellington

Tarissa Mitchell 
and Jenny Cowan, 

Derby Day Ellerslie
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WANGANUI & TARANAKI   Brian O’Dea

The Taranaki Dravitzki families had a 
good day at the February Wanganui 
races with Sandy and family winning the 
fourth with home bred Euka Lady to be 
followed by Tony & family picking up the 
sixth with Mikjene. 

Then in the 7th Vincenzo Lorenzo had a 3rd. 
Most of those in this syndicate had a good Xmas 
– New year period with Whenharrymetsaddle 
having two wins and a second. 

Mr and Mrs Schumacher of New Plymouth 
enjoyed January with Waisake picking up his 
2nd win in two months, at Trentham. Mr and 

Mrs Martin had a January win with Remarx, 
which they bred and race in partnership with 
John Wheeler and a syndicate

Viva Lilli had her first win in January for trainer 
Warren Bolton and Mrs Bolton.

Gift of Power continues to burn up the open 
sprints, winning again in February for semi-
retired dog trialist Graeme and Mrs Northcott.

Tinkalicious did Mr Bonner and Mr and Mrs Horo 
– new members – proud, winning on Wellington 
Cup day and again on the 1st of March.

Wanganui owners Paul Bardell, Joe Huwyler 
and Brian O'Dea along with breeder and major 

owner Kevin O'Donnell struck the jackpot with 
Gorbachev winning the iconic Wellington Cup. 
The margin was minimal, the dancing in the 
grandstand was quality. What a thrill! A brilliant 
ride and an amazingly well planned training 
effort by Bryce Newman.

On a sadder note, Dan O'Leary, a former 
President of the Wanganui Jockey Club and 
member of the Racehorse Owners Association 
passed away in mid-February. He owned 
Balmuse, winner of the Kelt Capital and 
Overtheriver, winner of 22 and still going. There 
was a fitting farewell to Dan at the Wanganui 
Racecourse.    
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Congratulations to the Gorbachev team on a 
wonderful Wellington Cup victory. Certainly, 
a milestone win for Breeder and local Member 
Kevin O’Donnell who races the gelding with 
the Wanganui trio of Paul Bardell, Joe Huwyler 
and Brian O’Dea. Gorbachev is trained by Bryce 
Newman who may have another stayer in the 
stable judging by the recent performances 
of Trending which he and wife Michelle race 
with Palmerstonian Wayne Kitching. The Ifraaj 
gelding has now won his last 2 starts. From the 
same stable Guillada was a winner at Stratford 
for Fay & Ian McSweeney.

Graeme and Lesley Martin’s Top Of the 
Straight, trained by Gary Vile, was a winner at 
Tauherenikau at New Year and Colorado Miss, 
raced in a Syndicate by members Kevin & Corina 
Tod and John Naylor was a recent maiden 
winner at Otaki.

Paraparumu member Jude Simpson was in the 
winners’ stall when Super Gee won on New 
Year’s Day at Ellerslie. Although unsuccessful in 
the Karaka Million 3yo Classic he bounced back 
with a second at his next start at Ellerslie. The 
lightly raced gelding is trained by Chris Gibbs 
and Michelle Bradley. 

MANAWATU
Allan Fenwick

Member Ron Cunningham had a day 
to remember when his pride and joy 
Shadows Cast won the Group 1 Harcourts 
Thorndon Mile on “Cup Day” at Trentham. 

The Per Incanto gelding had indicated that 
he was nearing his best form with a tidy 
performance in winning the Kamada Park 
Manawatu Challenge Stakes just prior to 
Christmas and denied all challengers once he 
took over at the top of the Trentham straight. 
Ron Cunningham is very much a Trentham local 
and over the years has even prepared horses 
himself on the track. Incidentally the successful 
rider was Jason Waddell, who recalled riding 
trackwork for Ron at Trentham when a fledgling 
apprentice. Mark Oulaghan again demonstrated 
his wonderful skills in having Shadows Cast spot 
on for the task.

Ron was again in the winners’ circle at Awapuni 
at the beginning of March when Wallaceville, 
which he bred, triumphed at just his 7th start. 
Wallaceville is trained by Geoff Haigh and was 
ridden by his apprentice Sam O’Malley who is 
doing well with his riding. The same trainer rider 
combination was to the fore at Waipukurau in 
December when Kevin Smith’s The Seagull was a 
first start winner

The Mark Oulaghan trained Don’t Know Jack 
broke through for his first win also at Awapuni 
in March. The lightly raced Jakkalberry 3-year-
old is raced in a Syndicate which includes Mark 
himself, Colin Campbell and Len Haydock.

Murray Deans shares in the ownership of Sensei 
and Mr Typhon who have been performing well 
from the Pitman stable recently with Sensei 
running a solid 3rd third in the JR & N Berkett 
Telegraph after winning at Otago on Boxing Day.

Well done to Bill Thurlow and Glory Days with 
convincing wins in the Avondale and Auckland 
Cups. Glory Days is racing wonderfully well and 
has done so the whole season with 7 wins to 
date.

But spare a thought for Five to Midnight, is 
there a more consistent stayer racing? He just 
can’t seem to get a winning result in one of the 
big cups for Kamada Park owners Margaret and 
Kevin Pratt and trainer Lisa Latta. This season 
he has been 2nd in the Auckland Cup. the same 
placing as last year, as well as 3rd in the Avondale 
Cup again the same as in 2018. Despite this he 
has won 3 good races this year and 9 in total. 

Didn’t Lisa Latta do well having 3 runners in 
this year’s NZ Derby field and what a great race 
Platinum Invader went for third. Well done Lisa.

Undoubtedly one of the talking points for this 
season will be the performance of Melody Belle 
and Danzdanzdance in the Bonecrusher New 
Zealand Stakes. What a finish from these 2 top 
class race mares. Member Raymond Stern and 
his Partners will now look forward to Sydney 
with Danzdanzdance. 

Lucetta raced by Dame Lowell Goddard and JML 
Bloodstock Ltd has been a model of consistency 
with a win and 6 placings this season. She is 
trained by Murray Baker and Andrew Forsman. 

Also, most consistent with a win and 5 placings 
has been Just Fabulous which is raced by a 
Partnership including members Fay & Mark 
Fearon, John Roache and Bob Wiltshire. The 
O’Reilly filly is trained by Roydon Bergerson.

Remember it is not too late to enter, although 
points only accrue from the date of receipt of 
your entry. If you have already nominated one 
or two runners, you may also make further 
entries up to a total of 3 horses. Entry is free.

KAMADA PARK 2018/219 POINTS SERIES LEADER BOARD AS AT 28 FEBRUARY
There have been some big movers over the last 2 months but Blondlign still leads.

Leader .........................  Blondlign nominated by Colin Mowbray .............................................................................33 points

Second ........................Lucetta nominated by Dame Lowell Goddard ...............................................................25.5 points

Third ............................Just Fabulous nominated by Bob Wiltshire .........................................................................25 points

Third ............................Danzdanzdance nominated by Raymond Stern ................................................................25 points

Fifth .............................Bigredmoon nom. by Stan Alexander & Gail Temperton .............................................24 points

Shadows Cast and  
Jason Waddell look happy



 

We wish to extend a very warm welcome to the new members 

who have joined the Owner’s Federation from January to February 

2019. We really appreciate your membership support and look 

forward to  a long and enjoyable association with you.

THE OWNERS’ FEDERATION WELCOMES  

NEW MEMBERS

AUCKLAND
Brenda Gerard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Drury
Paul Lowe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Papatoetoe

MANAWATU 
Kevin Smith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Palmerston North
Jude Simpson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paraparaumu Beach

WAIKATO/BAY OF PLENTY 
Allen & Karen Hurst  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Putaruru
Leigh Crockford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tauranga

CENTRAL SOUTH ISLAND
Sharon B Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Queenstown
Peter Corbett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ashburton
Terrill Charles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ashburton
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CENTRAL SOUTH ISLAND 
Fiona Hurst

Southerners in Lights....

While it may not have been a star studded field for the Wellington 
Cup, Southener Dee And Gee stuck her best foot forward but was 
pipped on the post in a very tight finish. Still, a great effort by the 
five year old Darci Brahma mare trained out of Timaru by Terrill 
Charles and Peter Corbett.

Ray and Jill Coupland share the ownership of Tee Cee Coup, a lightly 
raced filly by Swiss Ace, who secured her maiden win at Kurow over 
the christmas period. She backed that run up with a second placing 
in January, at Riccarton, before taking out the two and three year 
old 1200m mid February.

I am not sure if there is a more aptly named horse in the racing 
industry at present. The name Anythingcouldhappn certainly 
embodies the unexpected nature of racing and I am sure her owners 
were hoping for the best during the racing career of the four year 
old mare by Ifraaj. So far she has not disappointed winning three of 
her four starts this campaign.

Christine Robinson, owner of Funny Face, may have pulled a facial 
expression in line with the name of her horse when the four year 
old Jimmy Choux mare raced wide on the turn at Kumara mid 
January but Funny Face rallied after relinquishing the lead and 
finished nicely to gain her maiden win after a couple of second 
placings.

This is my last written piece as President of the Central South Island 
Owners Association. I wish the group all the best for the future.  

2019 THOROUGHBRED 
EXPERIENCE TOURS
The New Zealand Bloodstock National Yearling Sales 
at Karaka once again saw NZTR run the Thoroughbred 
Experience Tours, under the recently introduced  
LOVE RACING. OWN RACING. brand. 
The primary aim of these tours is to ensure the participants leave Karaka 
knowing more about our industry, the National Yearling Sales and 
thoroughbred racehorse ownership.

This is achieved by taking the tour parties behind the scenes and introducing 
them to the experts, allowing them to get much closer to the action than is 
normally the case for Karaka spectators.

During each Tour, we take participants to a barn of one of the major vendors, 
where the studmaster speaks to the group about the task of getting a 
yearling to the sales and answers any questions about a yearling prep or life 
on the farm.

From there, an authorised syndicator brings out a yearling and talks to the 
group about what they look for in their future champions and how to spot 
the different ‘types’ of horses. Participants are then taken through the selling 
process, from the back-parade ring through into the sales ring and beyond. 

The vendors visited included Pencarrow Stud, Blandford Lodge, Prima Park 
and Haunui Farm and advice on what to look for in a yearling came from Te 
Akau’s David Ellis, Go Racing’s Matt Allnutt, Keith McDonald of Savvy Racing, 
Kylie Bax of Bloodstock Achieving Xcellence and Social Racing’s Brent Cooper. 
In addition to this, Alan Fu of the New Zealand Chinese Jockey Club ran 
several Tours accommodating the Chinese audience. 

At the completion of the tours, all participants are invited back to the 
LOVERACING.NZ owners’ marquee, where authorised syndicators are 
available for a meet and greet and to answer any additional queries.

The 2019 tours attracted smaller numbers than in previous years, largely 
because the Sunday evening tour coincided with the first rain in Auckland 
for weeks, which significantly cut the numbers. However, the Monday slot 
attracted a good turnout.

A post event survey was distributed to all participants and syndicators, which 
attracted positive feedback from both parties.

The surveys provided insight into the purchasing behaviour of attendees 
and showed that as a result of the tours, 65% of the respondents had made 
enquiries about purchasing a share in a horse with an authorised syndicator. 
At the time of completing the survey, the attendees had spent more than 
$55,000 on shares in yearlings with authorised syndicators. 

Although the number of participants might have been down on previous 
years, the conversion rate of those that did attend was relatively high.

In addition, a full review of the of the tours is underway, to see whether the 
current format can be improved.     
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EQUINELEGACY 
PROJECT 

It's time to honour 
the horses and 
the industry 

NZ Nikon Ambassador, and 

photographic artist Esther Bunning 

has a passion, and a rather large 

vision; to create an enviable legacy 

of images of New Zealand 

race horses. 

EQUINE LEGACY 
LIMITED EDITIONS 

���e��o��� ���e�a�wa����o�e��hor�e����he�r�
pre�e�ce���ea����� �or����p�r���� a����ha��
power 1 �he�r�ear�h����e�����he�� ��wa��
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w��h����ar������ra���o�her���he��o�e���o�
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The Equine Legacy Project. ��a���e�a���a��e�
o����a�er���ha������������o��he�����re�a���
crea�e��a�����a���e�ac�����e��o�o�her��or��he�
�ew��ea�a���rac����������r��� �or�ra����o��
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Their legacy. Inspiration drawn fro 
Today, for tomorrow. 

"Your horse is a living, 
breathing creature, 
that won't always 
be here." 
�ha���e��er�wa���o�crea�e�a��a�������r����e�
�o��he���a�������he�proce����o�����he�p�
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www.estherbunning.com/the-equine-legacy-praject 
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in them. and help create a body of work that 
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A couple residing near Okato in North 
Taranaki, Darcy and Kath Julian, retired 
dairy farmers, have given a massive 
amount to the Thoroughbred racing 
industry, both up front and in the 
background – where often the real work 
gets done.

Darcy joined the Opunake Racing Club in 
1957, was a twenty year committee member, 
then President from 1985-90, became a life 
member in 1992 and completed 46 years with 
the club.

One of his proudest moments as an owner 
was in 1992 on the 18th March (St Patricks 
Day meeting-nearly) when his home bred and 
part owned horse Spanish Delight won – giving 
Bruce Herd his 100th winner. 

Of more significance however was that it 
was the first win by an Opunake committee 
member in fifty years at their home race 
meeting. On the business side Darcy 
was Taranaki Delegate to the NZ Racing 
Conference from 1990-93 and for the same 

On behalf of the Racing Conference, Darcy 
organized a special race day at Waverley 
to celebrate Michael Walkers last day as an 
apprentice. It was a great success!

In the 1990's there were 11 apprentices in 
Taranaki and one in the Manawatu. Within a 
few years this reversed to one in Taranaki and 
11 in the Manawatu.

Kath and Darcy would use both of their vehicles 
to take the apprentices to Palmerston North for 
training, and on some occasions there would be 
an overnight stay as well.     

TARANAKI RACING STALWARTS  
THE JULIANS   Brian O’Dea

period on the NZ Jockeys Apprenticeship 
Board. From 1995-98 he was a Director of the 
Taranaki Apprentice school.

Kath was also heavily involved from 1987-99 
in looking after the interests of the girl jockeys 
on the Taranaki circuit, when at times some 
male jockeys could be awkward. She would 
take extra towels for them from home, plus 
along with a group of local ladies including 
Kay Fleming would gather soap and shampoo 
samples, when staying at hotels, for the benefit 
of the girls. If any of them needed transport 
from Hawera or Stratford to the airports, Kath 
would sort it.

She would also be with them in the ambulance 
when needed. As time moved on it was 
considered you needed qualifications to do 
these jobs and Kath was asked what hers were. 
The response straight and simple – “I am a 
Mother!”

Darcy and Kath organized fund raising to 
import the “Hyland Hyrider” mechanical horse 
for the Taranaki apprentices to train on.

ONE OF HIS PROUDEST 
MOMENTS AS AN OWNER WAS 
IN 1992 … WHEN HIS HOME 
BRED AND PART OWNED 
HORSE SPANISH DELIGHT 
WON – GIVING BRUCE HERD 
HIS 100TH WINNER. 

YEARS 

1940

78
PROVENPROVEN

STUD CHAT WITH SAM
MARCH 2019 

Timing is everything in this game and Per Incanto has a canny 
knack of nailing it! As if Santa Monica’s win in the Group 1 
Railway wasn’t enough, his son Shadows Cast triumphed in 
the Thorndon Group 1 on the eve of Karaka. A wonderful result 
for Ron Cunningham and Mark Oulaghan, two popular and well 
deserving industry participants. 

To average $141k in Book 1 then to be top sire by average in 
Book 2 with 12 sales, Per Incanto was our star at Karaka – and 
he also performed extremely well for a couple of the big studs 
who sold his progeny at Karaka for the first time. His fillies sold 
well also, with our four in Book 1 averaging $138k. 

Our extremely popular I Am Invincible filly went to Godolphin 
while Kevin Hickman and Gary Harding, always on the lookout 
for a quality filly, took home two of our Per Incanto girls. 

And a very special thank-you to our sales and stud team; our 
Karaka results do not happen without you. 

It’s been all go on the racing front too. Our team got a great buzz 
out of watching a couple of colts we sold at Karaka last year, 
Louis Luck and Yourdeel, run in the Karaka Million, with Yourdeel 
finishing third. Since Ellerslie, Yourdeel has excelled winning the 
Listed Slipper at Matamata and the Group 1 Sistema Stakes. 

The Per Incanto filly Hastobegood is well named. She just 
missed getting a start in the Million after her close third to 
Probabeel and Yourdeel then defied a strong track bias to 
come from last to run second in the Group 3 at New Plymouth.

Nadeem’s also made a great start to 2019 with winning doubles 
on the last two days of the Trentham Carnival and the exciting 
Airmax landing two of the Southern Guineas races. Aside from 
Airmax, Nadeem’s 3YO’s include the stakes winner Sir Nate and 
the dual stakes placed filly Mohaka, not bad going from a crop 
of 19 live foals. 

The icing on a very warm summer cake has been the quality 
of Time Test’s first NH foals. An amazing 22 of the mares he 
served in his first season at the National Stud were stakes 
performers, not to mention many relatives to black-type 
winners. 

A special shout out to Esther Bunning who is mentioned in this 
Owner’s Bulletin, Esther’s not only an exceptional talent with a 
camera but a true professional to work with. If you are looking 
for someone to do something exceptional with one of your 
horses, Esther would be well worth considering.  
We have loved the work she has done for us.
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GOING BY THE STABLE NAME OF 
“BUGS”, THIS 5YO BAY GELDING 
HAS CHARACTER AND MORE THAN 
A FEW QUIRKS.
As a young horse, he had a lot of attitude and 
care had to be taken with him as he had fast 
feet; “not dirty but quick” according to breeder 
Kevin O’Donnell.

Racing mates Paul, Joe and Brian were racing 
Beau Agen, from Tony Kayes’ stable, when he 
unfortunately had to be retired after winning 
the Woodville-Pahiatua Cup. Gorbachev 
was stationed at Tony’s as a “difficult-but-
promising” two-year-old and it was suggested 
these three gentlemen become part of a 
syndicate that Tony was putting together. At 
that point they hadn't met the breeder-owner 
Kevin O'Donnell but, after the three said 
“yes”, a very friendly collaboration with the 
extended O’Donnell family and trainer Bryce 
Newman developed.

As a rule, Bryce only trains horses closely held 
in the family circle, but he was persuaded to 
take on Gorbachev by his long-term equestrian 
friend Krissie O'Donnell, Kevin’s daughter. Paul, 
Joe and Brian consider themselves very lucky 
as not a lot of trainers would have persevered 
with him. 

His first race was a mediocre eighth at 
Wanganui in June 2016; a few months later he 
won a trial at Foxton. He then stepped out in 
Slow going at Tauherenikau on 6th October 
2016 and won his maiden (1400m) by a nose, 
ridden by Leah Hemi. 

After this first win, an equestrian lady friend 
of Bryce’s strolled past and said to him, “Well 
done – but don’t call the next one Putin – IT 
WILL CHEAT!”

Mikhail Gorbachev faced many challenges 
after winning the race to lead the USSR, and it 
was at this point, with his first win under his 
belt, that the equine Gorby was about to face 
his own challenge. In November/December 
2016, he became completely blind in one eye 
and required three-hourly treatments into the 
eye over several weeks. Thanks to the hard 
work of Bryce and Michelle Newman, and the 
Bulls Vets, he made a complete recovery, much 
to the relief of all concerned. 

Not long after recovering from this, he raced in 
early February 2017 without fanfare but, next 
up, was in the winner’s circle again with a very 
nice win over 2060m on 17th February 2017, 
also ridden by Leah. He then ran a good third 
as a three-year-old in the St Leger.

His spring/early summer campaign in 2017 was 
aimed at the 2018 Wellington Cup but time 
ran out pre-Christmas, so he was turned out.

the trip home to the stables that evening! A 
celebratory dance of sorts that must have 
had those in the following car feeling a little 
bemused, and somewhat nervous.

To date Gorbachev’s stats are: 29 starts for 
4 wins, 5 seconds, 7 thirds, 2 fourths, 3 fifths 
and 8 unplaced runs. He has certainly given his 
proud owners and resolute trainer cause for 
smiles, as well as a bit of head-scratching and 
eye-rolling. The plan is to race him again in late 
April/early May and, if he goes well, perhaps 
there could be a trip to Australia in the pipeline 
at some future date.

In the spirit of the USSR Gorbachev’s legacy 
glasnost (openness), and during this time of 
industry perestroika (restructuring), we’re 
pleased to share this story of Bugs and his 
quirks and his very special wins. Best of luck to 
the team for future success and exciting times 
ahead.     

A third win was proving a little elusive, but 
his owners kept up hope and his trainer kept 
up the good work. They were rewarded with a 
very welcome win over 2000m at Hawkes Bay 
on 1st September 2018, claiming the Redwood 
Trophy – he was ridden by Charlotte O’Beirne 
on that occasion. The stipe comment reads: 
“held up having to be restrained 400m before 
gaining clear running entering final straight” – 
but he still won by ¾ length. 

His lead-up to the 2019 Wellington Cup 
was bugged by bad draws; a good second at 
Trentham, a fourth in the NZ Cup, a luckless 
Awapuni run for fifth, followed by third place 
in the Stratford Cup, were all from poor barrier 
numbers.

On 19th January 2019 at Trentham, faith, 
talent and a number one barrier came together 
in a hugely impressive Wellington Cup win. 
What a finish – nervous moments for all 
while the judge studied the close photo, and 
huge relief and delight when Gorbachev was 
announced the winner by a nose. Great ride, 
Ryan Elliott!

A touch of Bugs’ personality had shown 
up at the training track a few days before 
the running of the Wellington Cup. Bryce 
had decided to give him some exercise the 
Auckland-way round. He was not amused; he 
bucked and would have preferred to jump the 
running rail than do something silly like that. 
No such thing was allowed, and Brian says it’s 
lucky he has such a quality stockman riding 
him in trackwork, to keep him on task.

One of Bugs’ party tricks on the float 
trip home from the races is “rock’n’roll” – 
particularly on the Foxton straights. He throws 
his whole body from side to side, rocking 
the large horse float purely for amusement. 
Even after that impressive Wellington Cup 
win, he had sufficient energy to do this on 

OWNED BY: P Bardell, FJP Huwyler, 
BK O’Dea & KT O’Donnell

TRAINED BY: Bryce Newman, Bulls

BREEDER: KT O’Donnell

SIRE: Gorky Park (NZ) 2003

DAM: Gimmeawink (Aus) 2003

FOALING: 1 Nov 2013

A racehorse with attitude,  
ability and a bit of rock’n’roll

GORBACHEV Words by  
Sally Blyth &  
Brian O’Dea
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A racehorse with attitude,  
ability and a bit of rock’n’roll
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New Zealand Bloodstock’s 93rd National Yearling Sale Series 
kicked off earlier this year in January where more than 1,200 
quality horses went under the hammer at the Karaka Sale 
Centre.

886 Lots were sold to a diverse buying bench made up of local trainers 
and owners as well as a large international spread of buyers from as far as 
the United States and as close as across the Tasman in Australia.

While the selling extravaganza lasts a week, the process of getting a 
yearling to the Sale begins long before that. Breeders will study pedigrees 
for hours before choosing the best sire to send their mare to, and for 
yearlings sold this year, that would have happened in the 2016 breeding 
season.

In the following spring the foals are born and from there on a lot of hard 
work goes into preparing the horses for their sale ring debut.

So, let’s take a look at how our local New Zealand sires performed at 
Karaka 2019.

The class of first season sires to join stallion rosters across the country in 
2016 were met with enthusiasm and support from players in the game.

Windsor Park Stud’s highly anticipated crop by Mongolian Khan (Holy 
Roman Emperor) was well received with the sire averaging a price of 
$71,735 for his 34 yearlings sold across all three Books. His highest priced 
yearling went to the bid of Chris Waller and Guy Mulcaster who paid 
$200,000 for the Carlaw Park-consigned colt out of Encosta de Lago mare 
Phocis (Lot 296).

Contributer (High Chaparral), who stands at Mapperley Stud, sold 23 
yearlings at an average of $57,043 across all three Books, including a top 
price of $250,000 for Mapperley’s Lot 508. The son of stakes-winning 
mare Viana was secured by Godolphin who raced Contributer for two 
Group One victories.

Novara Park Stud’s newest recruit Sweynesse (Lonhro) averaged $32,181 
for his 18 yearlings that sold across all three Books. His highest priced Lot 
was $90,000 for a colt (Lot 129) from the family of Champion 3YO Colt 
and Miler in Australia, So You Think.

Young gun sires that made an impact at the Sale last year with their first 
crops continued to make an impression at Karaka 2019 with their second 
crops of yearlings.

Waikato Stud’s Sacred Falls (O’Reilly) was the overall leading first season 
sire by aggregate at Karaka 2018, and this year his 45 yearlings sold for an 
average of $98,356 across all three Books with a top price of $380,000.

Windsor Park Stud’s Charm Spirit (Invincible Spirit) was the leading first 
season sire at Book 2 in 2018, and at Karaka 2019 he averaged $54,571 for 
his 14 yearlings sold in Book 1 and 2, including a top price of $120,000.

Proisir (Choisir), who stands at Rich Hill Stud, sold 27 yearlings for an 
average of $30,481 (top price of $100,000), while Westbury Stud’s El Roca 
sold 13 yearlings at an average of $27,154 (top price of $110,000).

The sale-topping yearling at Karaka 2019 was offered through the draft 
of Waikato Stud and their resident sire Savabeel (Zabeel). Te Akau’s David 
Ellis went to $1.4 million to secure the son of Champion sire Savabeel in 
Lot 192.

With all of Savabeel’s progeny offered in Book 1, 48 lots sold for an 
average of $296,250.

Cambridge Stud’s Tavistock (Montjeu) had the largest draft at the Sale 
this year and sold 68 lots at an average of $133,603. All but one of those 
yearlings were sold in Book 1 with a top price of $400,000.

Last year, Waikato Stud lost their sire Pins (Snippets) – a champion sire 
in Hong Kong, so it wasn’t a surprise when many of his yearlings were 
sold to Hong Kong-based buyers at the Sale. Across Book 1 and 2, 21 of 
his yearlings sold for an average of $144,905, including a top price of 
$340,000.

The Stud’s sire Ocean Park (Thorn Park) also sold 33 yearlings at an 
average of $74,318 across Book 1 and 2, with a top price of $220,000.

Haunui Farm’s shuttle sire Iffraaj (Zafonic) sold 28 yearlings in Book 1 and 
2 with his progeny reaching an average price of $116,089. His top priced 
yearling was a $420,000 colt out of Champion 3YO in New Zealand, Katie 
Lee.

The Farm’s former shuttle sire Showcasing (Oasis Dream) also sold 35 
yearlings across all three Books at an average of $62,786, with a top price 
of $180,000.

Little Avondale Stud’s Per Incanto (Street Cry) had a top price of $255,000 
for a filly out of a sister to Champion 3YO in New Zealand, Alamosa. Over 
the three Books, 26 of Per Incanto’s yearlings sold with an average price 
of $98,635.

Since the 2016 breeding season, a number of racehorses have retired to 
stand at stud in New Zealand. Group winners have emerged for some 
of the up and coming sires, while the proven sires continue to produce 
stakes winners all around the globe.

KARAKA STANDOUTS
BREEDERS INVESTMENTS  
REAP REWARDS AT KARAKA 2019

NZB looks forward to seeing another outstanding crop 
of yearlings at Karaka in 2020. You can view the full 
Sales calendar online, as well as results from Karaka 
2019 and past Sales at www.nzb.co.nz    

http://www.nzb.co.nz
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Neddy is a 7YO bay gelding who, 
along with all those involved with him, 
experienced the highs and lows of racing, 
and just about everything in between. He 
retired from racing at the end of 2018, at 
the top of his game – and with a helluva 
story under his belt. Here is his tale…

It became apparent early on that Neddy was a 
horse who needed time to show his true ability. 
He arrived back from Australia with his mum as 
a two-month-old brown foal – and a conviction 
that if anyone touched his ears or tail the world 
would end. It took, in fact, more than two years 
before he was convinced that it wouldn’t.

HERE’S TROUBLE!
Along with his own predilection for turning a 
piece of paper on a driveway into a tiger, and 
a trickle of water running over concrete into 
something that needed six feet of clearance, 
there was the thumb in the sky. Neddy’s 
worried little brain had difficulty coping 
with unforeseen things thrown his way – like 
the time when, whilst being prepared for 
the yearling sales, he jumped over a gate in 
response to an “eejit” firing a shotgun right 
next to his paddock. He hadn’t factored in the 
electric wire and ended up tangled in both 
the gate and the live wire. His back legs were 
not a pretty sight and, whilst it was initially 
thought to be superficial, the slight lameness 
didn’t resolve itself and he underwent further 
examination. Thankfully all was clear and 
Neddy was loaded onto the Club Med Lodge 
truck to head home. (Club Med Lodge offers 
quality agistment in the Waikato).

It was the bang from inside the truck that 
at first alerted Terry Pascoe that something 
may be wrong. But it was the shadow running 
alongside the truck that made him pull over 
– a horse head sticking out the top and a leg 
sticking out the air vent. Once extricated from 
the truck, Neddy stood quietly beside the busy 
main road awaiting the vet. He then walked 
back on the truck and didn’t move all the way 
home. With lacerations spreading from his 
back legs to his head, neck and one front leg, 
the yearling sales were clearly out. Neddy 
needed daily medication, dressing changes 
and wound cleaning but throughout this very 
uncomfortable time he did not once become 
nasty. However, he equated people with 
discomfort and there wasn’t a lot of trust there. 

Neddy spent a lazy summer back at Club 
Med – which lived up to its reputation – and, 
as summer became winter, school was on the 
horizon. 

TIME TO MATURE
With Neddy being such a worrier, we knew that 
the educational process would be a long one. 
The Murtaghs at Esker Lodge had done their 
usual thorough prep for the sales and he had 
been well-handled as a baby by Warwick Baty, 
which is where he was sent. Many visits were 

made to watch the slow and steady progress as 
Warwick worked with Neddy. Then came the 
day when Neddy was to be ridden; even though 
there was some trepidation about what might 
occur, everything went smoothly. 

After a rest at home and time to grow, Neddy, 
the kindly little brown horse, went to further 
his education at Paul Pertab’s. Paul couldn’t 
get into his box for three days and, had it not 
been for Paul’s connection with Vicky and Terry 
from Club Med, Neddy’s future might have been 
dubious. Paul’s skill with young horses meant 
there was eventually an impasse and a state 
of mutual respect was generated. Neddy, now 
three, was ready to graduate to the next stage – 
training proper. 

Scott Wenn’s stable was chosen and Neddy 
blossomed. It was almost as if this is what he 
had been waiting for. Day by day, he became 
more confident and, finally, we had a horse that 
was ready to be a racehorse. 

TIME FOR RACEDAY
Racehorses need names. We mooted many 
names; noble names, clever names, funny 
names. Perhaps we shouldn’t have involved 
wine in our name-choosing meetings. In the 
end, we recognised that this little brown horse 
had always been Neddy and that is what he 
remained [with his Dad’s name tacked on]. 

Neddy had a smattering of placings on tracks 
that were either too hard or bogs so there was 
no fairy-tale win in the early days. Regardless, 
we loved every moment of following his career 
and the enjoyment simply couldn’t be measured 
in dollars. Watching every moment of his 
trackwork and racing was gold. 

So far, it had been all about patience and time 
– and a wonderful journey with good horse 
people who gave Neddy a chance. Along with 
the scars on his legs, and his honesty and 
kindness, not to mention the effort he put in 
himself, he sure left a mark on those who had 
anything to do with him at this stage of things 
(July 2017). If he was a person, you would want 
him on your team.

We were sure that we would see him one day 
pass the post in first place and, when that day 
happened, the shouts of joy would be heard, 
quite probably, as far away as the South Island.

TRIUMPH – NEDDY WINS!
Patience and faith are wonderful things, and 
the fairy-tale did indeed come true. On 13th 
October 2018, at his 26th start, the “good fairy” 
of racing rounded up all Neddy’s ducks and 
put them in a row – he won his 1600m Maiden 
race on a Slow8 track at Matamata. Trainer 
Scott Wenn had produced Neddy looking like a 
winner, jockey Sam Collett gave him a perfect 
ride and then, of course, there was “Team 
Neddy” cheering him on. He really tried and, 
although the second horse pushed him hard, 
it was his day, and he knew it! Celebrations all 
round that day! 

NEDDY NADEEM –  
TROUBLES, TIME AND TRIUMPH
Original words by Pat Woollaston, edited by Sally Blyth.

OWNED BY: Mrs AGA Cross, Mrs S Dower,  
MW Gething, TR & Mrs V M Pascoe,  
Mrs N Rochester, Mrs JA Rodgers, Mrs JM Stubbs 
& Mrs PEM Woollaston
TRAINED BY: Scott Wenn
BREEDER: Mr TR Pascoe, Mrs VM Pascoe, Mrs AGA 
Cross, Mr MW Gething, Mrs PEM Woollaston
SIRE: Nadeem (Aus) 2003 
DAM: Honorjeu (NZ) 2004 
FOALING: 21 Sept 2011    

THE FINAL 
RACING 
CHAPTER
Neddy’s first win 
was followed by a good 
second at Tauranga on 3rd November, and then 
came another superb win at 2200m at Te Aroha 
on 13th November 2018, that had George Simon 
saying, “Shut the gate, it’s all Neddy Nadeem”. 
After beginning awkwardly, Sam Collett had him 
challenging on the corner and then in front. He 
surged away to win by 2¾ lengths. He, and we, 
were on top of the world that day.

And then that big thumb that had been silently 
lurking came down with a vengeance.

The day after doing impressive trackwork, Scott 
felt that Neddy’s trot was “rough” and promptly 
called the vet; tests revealed a hairline crack 
in his knee. Had it not been for Scott’s great 
horsemanship in picking up that something 
wasn’t quite right, Neddy would have started 
the following Saturday and, very likely, that leg 
would have broken, and our boy would have been 
another track statistic. 

As it is, after some time out and recuperation, 
Neddy should be able to lead a normal life; but 
no more racing for him. Scott has said he has a 
“kind heart” and there will be someone out there 
who will just click with him. So Neddy will be re-
schooled and we will certainly make sure that he 
has the best opportunity to live a useful life.

Currently, Neddy has the Penthouse loosebox at 
Club Med and a full hay net. He can see all that 
goes on in the yards and on the farm. He will 
no doubt be missing his friends at Scott Wenn 
Racing, and also his special relationship with 
Scott; it says a lot for the quality of the staff that 
there were tears when Neddy was loaded onto 
the truck for his last journey away from the yard.

To those folk who criticise the racing industry – 
whilst there are ratbags in every industry, there 
are many more kind, caring and dedicated people 
within the racing fraternity; people who go all 
out to give little brown horses like Neddy that 
extra bit of TLC to make them feel special. 

Go well Neddy, you ended your racing days on a 
winning note and all your supporters wish you all 
the best for your new career when you are ready 
to shine on another stage!

[This story appears on the Racing Tales of the 
NZTROF website, with additional photos].

Neddy relaxing at 
Club Med Lodge



CONGRATULATIONS TO FEDERATION MEMBERS ON THEIR RECENT WINS!
We continue to track winning horses owned by Owner’s Federation members. As we only have visibility of owner’s named 
in the race book, we know we will have missed members involved in winning syndicates and may have inadvertently missed 
others. We apologise to any member we have missed and extend our congratulations to all members who have recently 
experienced the thrill of winning. 

FEDERATION CONTACTS

Telephone:  0800 696 377    Fax:  07 855 0330    E-mail:  nztrof@xtra.co.nz 

P.O. Box:  14-027, Hamilton 3252  President:  Neil Oldfield   06 327 8426

Secretary:  Jim Keyte   027 276 0464  Website:  www.racehorseowner.co.nz

NEDDY NADEEM –  
TROUBLES, TIME AND TRIUMPH

K L Anderson Lower Hutt EN SOIE, VOLPE VELOCE

P Bardell Wanganui GORBACHEV

Dowager Duchess of 
Bedford

Matamata IN FASHION

P J Blacktopp Christchurch DISTURBANCE

W L & Mrs C Bolton New Plymouth VIVA LILLI

P E Bonner New Plymouth TINKALICIOUS

P H & Mrs C J Brown Matamata SUPERSTATIC

Mrs J D Buckeridge Napier DE KONING

Calder Bloodstock Cambridge OVERTHETOP

Terrill T Charles Ashburton DEE AND GEE, HEAD OFFICE 

Chouxmaani Investments Hastings THE FUGITIVE, KING LOUIS

Peter R Corbett Ashburton DEE AND GEE, HEAD OFFICE 

K J Corby Newmarket RED ROSE WARRIOR, HE KIN FLY

R A & Mrs J D Coupland Christchurch TEE CEE COUP

M J & Mrs S S Craig Havelock North CUTADEEL

Leigh Crockford Tauranga VENTURA, VON TRAPP

R N Cunningham Upper Hutt SHADOWS CAST

Miss A P Currey Timaru SULCIFERA

M I Deans Paraparaumu SENSEI, MR TYPHON

A J & Mrs D I Dravitzki Inglewood WHENHARRYMETSADDLE, 
MIKJENE

A J & Mrs P J J Ebbett Waipukurau ROYAL RUBY

Mrs J L Egan Hamilton CONCERT HALL, BEAUDEN, 
SANDRINE, 

M & Mrs F L Fearon Palmerston North LUBAYA, JUST FABULOUS, 
TRIFOLIUM, AIR MAX, LA SOEUR

Mrs K C Fleming Opunake ROSETTA

R Frechtling Mt Eden STAR KAREN

P G Gillespie Mt Maunganui BEFORE DAWN

Go Racing Herne Bay PULLYOURSOCKSUP, STARRYBEEL, 
MAJOR ISH CHOUX

Dame Lowell Goddard Wellington LUBAYA, ARDROSSAN

A S & Mrs L R Goodall Hamilton LA MIA STELLA

C J Grace Hamilton ATHENREE ANGEL, IT’S DOABLE

I D Grieve Hastings SUPATWISTA

J R Griffith Masterton LUCYINRIO

T O Harrison Parnell WHAT A SMASHER

Mrs S M Harty Waipawa SON OF SURF

B J & Mrs M A Harvey Cambridge HE KIN FLY

Haunui Bloodstock Papakura RONDINELLA

S W Hawkings Tauranga BIZZWINKLE

K J Hickman ONZM Christchurch BELLA COURT, TANTALISING, ZA 
ZA GABOR

Sir Patrick & 
Lady Justine Hogan

Cambridge GIFT OF POWER

Mrs R J Hollinshead Hamilton FLAUNTING

D M & Mrs K Horo New Plymouth TINKALICIOUS 

P E Hosking Papakura WHAT A SMASHER

C K Hunter Mosgiel HIHO

D J & Mrs B J Hurrell Te Awamutu KORAKONUI

A & K Hurst Putaruru MAYBEASHOWOFF

F J P Huwyler Whanganui GORBACHEV

S J Jones Queenstown CHOWDER, TOMM JONES

P J & Mrs S L Kay Levin VENETO

W J Kerr Timaru SULCIFERA

T R King Taupo LA MIA STELLA

C A Leishman Ellerslie EN SOIE, GIFT OF POWER

B J & Mrs J E A Lindsay Karaka PRINCE JABEEL, FAZIOLI, HANGER, 
LOUIS LUCK, PROBABEEL

T G Lines Papakura TEE GEE ELL

P W Lock Te Aroha HAPPY HITTER

Graeme & Lesley Martin Palmerston North TOP OFTHE STRAIGHT

J N K & Mrs G A Martin New Plymouth REMARX

Ms D A Masters Palmerston North AKELA BELLE, SECRET ALLURE

I W & Mrs F L McSweeney Palmerston North GUILLADA

C G Mowbray Otaki BLONDLIGN

D E Nakhle Takanini KILLARNEY, ONE BAKERSTREET, 
NEESON

J D Naylor Palmerston North COLORADO MISS

Nearco Stud Blenheim SELVAMANI

Miss D M Newman Gisborne PEP TORQUE

Mrs L G Noble Papakura FUNNY FACE

G R & Mrs M E Northcott Urenui GIFT OF POWER

B K O’Dea Wanganui GORBACHEV

W R O’Hearn Matamata LETSBRINGITON 

D A O’Leary Wanganui OVERTHERIVER 2, 

S L Painton Silverdale MASTER PAINTON

A T Penny Christchurch ANYTHINGCOULDHAPPN

J A Roache Marton LUBAYA, JUST FABULOUS, LA 
SOEUR

L M & Mrs C J Robinson Christchurch AIR MAX, FUNNY FACE

G A Rogerson MNZM Hamilton MORE WONDER, WHY ME, 
SAIGNON, GIFT OF POWER

C P Russell Hastings MARIA DIOR

Mrs L H M Salvidge Te Atatu South MIGHTY CONNOR

B C & Mrs M C 
Schumacher

New Plymouth WAISAKE

G A Shand Huntly SHANTAV

Jude Simpson Paraparaumu SUPER GEE

D R & Mrs K M Smith Hamilton ATHENREE ANGEL

K R Smith Palmerston North THE SEAGULL

J B Struthers Takapuna KILLARNEY

P D Telfer Otorohanga ISLAND BAY

Mrs S B Thomas Queenstown GREY TOM, SHAZ THE BANK 

K J & Mrs C J Tod Awapuni COLORADO MISS

Trelawney Thoroughbred Cambridge SPECIAL LIGHT

D J C Trubshoe Whakatane PAISLEY PARK, LA MIA STELLA

Sir Peter Vela Hamilton BALIOS, VICHY, WILD SEAS, 
NAVAL FLEET, MAISON ROXANNE,  
LIBRETTI, PHILOSOPHICAL, 
PODRAVINA, SUPERA, LONG LEAF,

J R Wheeler MNZM New Plymouth REMARX

M L O & Mrs W J O 
Williams

Remuera MAGIC NOTE

R M Williamson Twizel RESIDENTIAL

R J Wiltshire Palmerston North LUBAYA, JUST FABULOUS

While every care is taken in the compilation of this 
publication, neither NZTOF nor any of its agents will be 
held liable for any errors or omissions contained herein 
or their consequences either in original material or in 
any material (including advertisements) supplied

mailto:nztrof%40xtra.co.nz?subject=
http://www.racehorseowner.co.nz



